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Abstract

Martin Heidegger's philosophical inquiry following World War
I centers around the profound question, "Is there something
given?" This question emerges as a pivotal juncture in the
development of phenomenology. The specific perspective from
which Heidegger poses the problem of givenness leads to a
complex set of philosophical dilemmas, ultimately challenging
the prevailing conceptions of philosophy as a science of objects
or epistemology.

In this article, we explore first the significance of the early
Heidegger's inquiry into the question of givenness, scrutinize
his critique of Kantian notions of givenness, and ultimately
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elucidate what the authentic content of "it gives/es gibt" can
be from Heidegger’s perspective in phenomenology. In fact, we
will unravel the intricate layers that encompass the question of
givenness as envisioned by Heidegger, which forms the
foundation of his phenomenological endeavor.

Key words: Givenness, Heidegger, Husserl, Phenomenology,
Natorp, Rickert.

Extended Abstract

Martin Heidegger's philosophical inquiry following World War I centers
around the profounj) question, "Is there something given?" This question
emerges as a pivotal juncture in the development of phenomenology, in
such a way that it connects givenness with the destiny of phenomenology.
The specific perspective from which Heidegger poses the problem of
givenness leads to a complex set of philosophical dilemmas, ultimately
challenging the prevailing conceptions of philosophy. To put in other words,
any determination that we give to givenness in this question leads us to a
realm in contrast with the other; one trajectory towards the realm of
philosophy as a science of objects and things, and the other towards
philosophy as an introduction to the experience of "the world".

In this article, we explore first the significance of the early Heidegger's
inquiry into the question of givenness, scrutinize his critique of Kantian
notions of givenness, and ultimately elucidate what the authentic content
of "it gives f es gibt" can be from Heidegger’s perspective in phenomenology.
In fact, we will unravel the intricate layers that encompass the question of
givenness as envisioned by Heidegger, which forms the foundation of his
phenomenological endeavor.

First and foremost, it is imperative to underscore the central role that
the discourse on givenness plays in Heidegger's philosophical project. For
Heidegger, givenness becomes the locus where the boundaries between
being and non-being blur. According to Heidegger's view, things are not
perceived but in a surrounding worlf (Umwelt). If we construe the content
of givenness as restricted solely to objects and things, it renders the
surrounding world inaccessible. Consequently, other entities themselves
lose the capacity to be given. Therefore, the realm of objectification and the
theory that according to which everything is merely objects of the
transcendental subject leads us to the abyss of nothingness. This redirection
in Heidegger's thought compels us to reevaluate the paradigm of objectivity
anc% the philosophical theories that relegate all existence to the subjective
realm.

However, to comprehend the genuine content of givenness according to
Heidegger, one must acknowledge that givenness is prior to and
independent of the subject. This essence of givenness, in the first stance,
eludes the frame of reference of a personal subject, transcending the
conception of being an object of a given subject. In this light, the content of
givenness cannot be reduced to theoretical objectivation. Instead, it finds
direct correlation with meaningfulness.
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The phrase "es gibt" or "it gives" conveys an essential distinction. It does
not merely signify the existence of objects or things; rather, it designates
the worlcf] itself. The world, in Heidegger's conceptualization, imparts
significance and shapes existence while eluding the confines of the subject-
object duality or any theoretical objectivation. Heidegger's words in the
final question of the twelfth paragraph of his post-World War I lecture
intertwine with the essence of givenness and the crossroads that it imposes
on philosophical contemplation.

Hence, the givenness that Heidegger engages with is not merely an
element among other achievements of phenomenology. In fact, it refuses to
be placed within the same sphere of phenomenological characteristics such
as intentionality, categorial intuition, the a priori, and the like. Heidegger’s
conception of givenness demonstrates that the content of the phrase “es
gibt” extends far beyond the conventional scope of phenomenology
prevalent before him.

Givenness is not. for Heidegger. just one piece in the puzzle of
philosophical inquiry; it serves as the key that unlocks the most crucial
characteristic of a phenomenological quest and reveals what lies truly at the
core of phenomenology. It is an inquiry into the nature of the world,
capturing its complexity and depth. Heidegger posits that it is within the
question of givenness that the future of phi%osophy finds its direction. He
invites us to perceive philosophy not as a science of objects but as a gateway
to the profound experience of "the world."

In summary, Martin Heidegger's exploration of the question of givenness
emerges as a vital theme within the domain of phenomenology. This inquiry
challenges established notions of philosophy and reveals the essence of
phenomenology. It demonstrates that the concept of givenness extends
beyond theoretical objectivation, leading us to recognize the world as the
ultimate meaning giver, transcending traditional subject-object dualities. In
this way, Heidegger not only critiques neo-Kantian epistemology but also
reshapes the direction of philosophical inquiry by placing givenness at its
core. This shift in perspective opens the door to experiencing "the world"
and1 ffundarnentally alters our understanding of the nature of philosophy
itself.
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(The Genesis of Heidegger’'s Being and Time, Berkeley, University of
California Press, 1993, p. 42)
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8 .unscheinbare

9 . Das Gegebene selbst ist ein Aufgegebenes

10.“Auch ein “Datum” der Psychologie kann das Ich der reinen BewuBtheit nicht
eigentlich genannt werden. Datum hiefRe Problem; Problem aber ist das reine Ich eben
nicht. Es ist Prinzip; ein Prinzip aber ist niemals ,,gegeben®, sondern, je radikaler, um
so ferner allem Gegebenen. ,,Gegeben" wiirde iiberdies heiflen ,,Einern gegeben®, das
aber hielRe wiederum: Einern bewuft. Das BewuRt-sein ist im Begriff des Gegebenen
also schon vorausgesetzt. Eben als Voraussetzung aller Gegebenheit kann aber die
reine BewuBtheit selbst nicht ,,geben® heillen; so wie das Erscheinenen selbst nicht
eine Erscheinung.,,

Natorp, P. (1912). Allgemeine Psychologie nach kritischer Methode, Erstes Buch :
Objekt und Methode der Psychologie. Tubingen, J. C. B. Mohr (P. Siebeck), s. 40.
11 . Bewultheit

12 . alles Gegebenseins
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15. das Tatsachliche
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Rickert, H. (1921), Der Gegenstand der Erkenntnis. EinfUhrung in die Transzendentalphilosophie.4.
Auflage, TUbingen, J. C. B. Mohr (P. Siebeck)

17. der Gegenstand (berhaupt
18. die Form
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20. vogegeben

21. faktischen Erfahren

22. Tatséchlichkeit

23. Gibt es etwas ? (cf. GA 56/57, § 13 : 63- 70)

24, etwas Uberhaupt

25. das formale gegenstandliche Etwas der Erkennbarkeit

26. gibt es flr mich, den Fragenden

27. Er-leben von etwas

28. Leben

29. absolut Ich-fern

30. Reduktion

31. «[...] ich sehe das Katheder in einer Orientierung, Beleuchtung, einem

Hintergrund »
32. als mit einer Bedeutung behaftet
33. eine Bedeutung, ein bedeutungshaftes Moment
34. Umwelt
35. Das, was es gibt
36. In der Erlebnis des Kathedersehens gibt sich mir etwas aus einer umittelbaren
Umwelt.
ol sl ) 506, 51 st
37. In einer Umwelt lebend, bedeutet es mir tiberall und immer
38. das Bedeutungshafte
39. Umweltcharakter
40. zerstoren
41. Wie erlebe ich das Umweltliche, ist es mir »gegeben«? Nein, denn gegebenes
Umweltliches ist bereits theoretisch angetastetes, es ist schon von mir, dem
historischen Ich, abgedrangt, das »es weltet« ist bereits nicht mehr primar. »Gegeben«
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ist bereits eine leise, noch unscheinbare, aber doch echte theoretische Reflexion
daruiber. Die »Gegebenheit« ist also sehr wohl schon eine theoretische Form.

42. unberechtigt

43. dinghaft

44, die erste vergegenstandlichende Antastung des Umweltlichen

45. Ich-heit

46. erleben
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