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One of the neglected works of Avicenna in understanding her intellectual and
philosophical system is his comments on the ethology attributed to Aristotle.
These essays, which are written in a scattered manner on the topics of ethology,
include various topics of theology, psychology, minds and the first principles,
the perception of the truth of the first origin and many other issues. The
important axes of the Sheikh's attention in these essays are the first psychology
and the other connection of the soul with the first principle. In the psychology
axis, in addition to the explanation, Sheikh's comments also have a critical
aspect, and in particular, he does not accept the existence of the soul before the
creation of the body, or the availability of perceptions and knowledge before
the connection with the body.
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The emergence of Islam and its rapid spread across various geographical and cultural realms, along with the diversity of
issues raised in the religious texts themselves, prompted questions and issues that led to the formulation of different intellectual
perspectives in the Islamic world. These perspectives primarily found expression in the form of theological and doctrinal schools. The
search for finding resources that can be useful and effective in answering the aforementioned questions, as an internal factor, and the
support of some rulers and political currents with various motives, as an external factor, provided the ground for attention to the
translation of texts from Greek and Alexandrian philosophy. The use of intellectual and cultural resources was not limited to the
translation of texts from the mentioned cultures, and works and thoughts from other cultures were also transferred as needed.

Among the works that emerged in this intellectual sphere and gained the attention of scholars was a text derived from the
Enneads of Plotinus (the fourth to sixth Enneads), which Al-Kindi revised and corrected, and ultimately published under the name
Theology attributed to Aristotle.

Fortunately, one of the greatest thinkers of the Islamic world, namely Avicenna, wrote annotations and commentaries on
some sections of this work and sought to explain parts of this important text based on the principles of his Eastern philosophy and
philosophical mysticism. Of course, this work was part of a larger work by Avicenna called al-Insaf, much of which had been lost
during his lifetime.

The main themes of this commentary are theology and psychology. In this article, we will refer to several examples of
psychological and theological opinions mentioned in the book Theology and evaluate Avicenna's approach to them.

Regarding the theory of the soul, it is first necessary to recall that Avicenna does not go beyond the framework of Aristotle's
theory of the soul in his work on the subject. Thus, he has three types of engagement with the soul-related topics of the Theology: (1)
He elaborates on those topics that explicitly align with the issues raised in Aristotle’s “On the Soul”,(2) He interprets those that can be
reconciled with Avristotle's views through justification and reinterpretation, and (3) He rejects those that are explicitly in conflict with
Avistotelian foundations, attempting to attribute any shortcomings or faults to the compilers of Theology.

Naturally, the important and significant parts of Avicenna's annotations relate to the second and third kinds, particularly the
second kind, where he utilizes his philosophical abilities to harmonize the content of Theology with Aristotle's psychology. One of
the issues raised in Theology, which has been repeatedly used and referred to, is the existence of the soul before its attachment to the
body and realization in the realm of intellect. The implication of such a matter is that the soul, before its attachment to the body,
possesses awareness and knowledge regarding the realm of intellect, and after descending into the body, has a longing for that
knowledge and is in pursuit of returning to the realm of intellect. Here, Avicenna, while objecting to the author's words, denies the
existence of any kind of pre-existing awareness and knowledge resulting from the existence of the soul in the intellectual realm, and
considers its implication to be the independence of the soul from attachment to the body for the acquisition of perfections. Avicenna
considers the connection between the soul and the body necessary for acquiring knowledge that ultimately helps it in understanding
universals, so that it can reach what is in accordance with it's essence. In addition to the soul's need for the body to acquire knowledge
and sensory experiences, the soul is also ontologically dependent on the body. This need is not from the essence of the soul, which is
abstract, but rather from the aspect of its individuality and particularity. It is this type of dependency that necessitates the soul's need
for the body in order to carry out actions and deeds.

Another central theme in Avicenna's commentaries on the theology is the issues related to the true knowledge of God. In

this regard, two concepts have been particularly addressed in Theology and the commentaries on it. The first concept is "light," which
is the central concept of the school of illumination in theology and, more broadly, in the metaphysics of illumination. The second
concept is "observation," which relates to epistemology and, in a way, to the connection between spiritual practice and action with
knowledge in this school. The use of the concept of light in reference to the levels of existence and particular degrees of beings, as
well as the use of light as a metaphysical concept to indicate the various relationships between beings, is one of the characteristics of
the book Theology.
To receive the truth of light and connect with the highest rank of light, namely "the Light of Lights," mere perception in its different
meanings, as well as thought and contemplation, are insufficient; rather, one must achieve this through "the Observation of the Truth."
Such perception, when the intention is entirely focused on the unit of truth and free from any obstacles and barriers, is related to the
light of lights. This requires a direct confrontation with the truth of light and cannot be attained through concepts. The use of specific
mystical terms such as "observation," "experience," "manifestation," "breach of veils," and "essence of truth," among others, which
are employed in these commentaries, and align perfectly with the mystical approach and with theosophy, indicates that Avicenna is
fully in harmony with this mystical and illuminative approach.
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“The origins of the so-called Theology of Aristotle”, in J. Kraye, W. F. Ryan and C. B. Schmitt
(eds.), Pseudo-Aristotle in the Middle Ages. The Theology and other Texts, London, 1986, pp. 110-240
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