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CrossMark

The Cartesian frame of mind, which is dominant in philosophy and the new
age, introduces man not as a soul, but as a thinking essence. In this view, the
essence of man in contrast to his body is the mind, in which the various
characteristics of the Aristotelian soul, such as passivities, will, reasoning, and
theoretical and practical reflections, are all referred to. But Aristotle's idea in
defining the soul, that is, the logos that observes (belongs to) the body, was
accepted and continued in Islamic philosophy. The current research, paying
attention to the difference between the mind in the thought of contemporary
Western philosophy and the soul in the thought of Muslim philosophers, aims
to provide a preliminary formulation of the conceptual distinction between the
mind and the concept with the soul by logical analysis and examining the views
of Sadrul Matalhin.
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Introduction

The mind-body problem is one of the serious and challenging issues in the contemporary philosophy of mind, which
emerged after Descartes' reflections and his perception of man as a thinking mind. This issue has also been subjected to
comparative studies with the psychology of Muslim philosophers. But it seems that before any comparative studies, we should
have an acceptable formulation of the concept of the mind and its difference with the soul. This article aims to present a
conceptual formulation of the distinction between mind and soul in the transcendental wisdom and the framework of Sadr al-
Maltahin's thought and pave the way for comparative comparisons between mind and Muslim philosophers in the mind-body
issue.

Method

The current research method is the study and also the analytical and logical examination of philosophers' expressions
and then their critical review.

Findings

1. The mind in the contemporary philosophy of mind is based on Cartesian turn and his perception of man as mind
and not self.

2. According to Sadrul Matalhin, the mind and concept is a truth conceptually distinct from the soul

3. The mind and concept in transcendental wisdom is the product of the faculty of imagination and secondary attention
to sensory perception, in a way that makes the perceptible its object and empties it of existence and takes it as a subject for its
theoretical reflections.

4. Therefore, according to Sadrul Matalhin, mind and concept are completely different from sensory perception and
lived experiences, and they should not be taken in the same sense.

5. Some of the mental concepts that refer to the existential attributes of the soul are not purely fake and from the
inventions of the imagination, but they are the conceptual discovery of the existential attributes of the soul itself.

6. Sadrul Matalhin's point of view on this issue is obtained from a different view of what sensory perception and
experience are in Islamic philosophy.

Conclusion

In the view of Sadrul Matalhin and based on his psychological and epistemological foundations, man and the human
soul, like Descartes, are not exclusive to the mind and reduced to it. The soul is a transcendent and preconceptual truth that
experiences at least two types of knowledge, firstly, the empirical and sensory knowledge in which the soul is the same thing
experienced and there is no intermediary between the knower and the known thing, and secondly, the conceptual knowledge
that emerges at the level of the mind. be made Conceptual knowledge is born with secondary attention to the present knowledge
and its creation in the mind. On the other hand, all concepts are not just discourse and cultural constructions that are forged
only at the level of the mind and with imaginary credits; Rather, the existential concepts in the human soul are the conceptual
discovery of the existential attributes of the soul, which are now represented in the mirror of the mind.

In the light of such a view, matters such as qualia and sensory experiences or what Nigel calls phenomenal

consciousness, are not placed in the container of the mind in its outward sense. Basically, the translation of qualia into mental
quality is the continuation of the Cartesian paradigm in considering man as the mind and not the soul, a revolution that began
with Descartes and under it, all human affairs were defined in the land of the mind as the essence of the thinker.
In other words, being subjective, being the first person, being experimental, etc., as the philosophers of the mind count as the
characteristics of the mind, the characteristics of the soul in its sensory/imaginary experiences are with Sadrul Matalhin and
not the mind and conceptual consciousness; As Nigel also paid attention to the difference between available and phenomenal
consciousness in his famous article and proved these features only for phenomenal consciousness, which is what Sadrul
Matalhin sees as existential or non-mental consciousness.
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